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y the summer of 1938, more and more
Americans were getting their news from
B the radio: Every evening, millions of
families gathered around their sets to learn what -
had happened that day. Often news reports were
beamed directly from world capitals. “We take
you now to Berlin,” a newscaster would say. i
- Then another, more distant yoice would crackle . -
. through the airwaves. ;
. Such newscasts were proof of how sthall the
- world had become. In the summer of 1938, they
also revealed how troubled the world was. -
- - Europe was on thé brink of another war. As World-

Adolf Hitler’s campaign of hate‘ pulled Germany from pov-
erty to power—at a tremendous cost. Here, he salutes his
followers at a 1938 Nazi rally in Nuremberg, Germany.

1940 . | 1941 i 1944
Selective Service  Japan atacks. U, Lend-Lease Bill United Statesand =~~~ Allies invade.
“Act calls men to Pearl Harbor, provides weaponsto  ~ Great Britain declare German-occupied

military service. - - _ December7. * - GreatBritain. =~ waronJapan: ] France, June 6.
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conflict in Europe -
- could threaten peace
around the world.

._--B_egi_h.nirig of War
- In1919, the Treaty -

 with him.

{ { goal to wipe out all Jewish
' influence in Germany: He
‘ took away the citizenship of
] German Jews, But this was -

+ of Versailles forced . - | only the beginning. Between -
Germany to give up 11941 and 1945, he directed
. large amounts of terri-' one of the most terrible crim-
tory, and to pay heavy ; inal periods in human histo-
* damages for its role in - 4 ry. Under his leadership, the
-~ World War L. The treaty f| Nazis murdered six million
. also required Germany European Jews, and six mil-
. toaccept the blame for - | lion other people, mostly
_startingthewar. -~ -} - Poles and Soviets. - :
~  /Four yearslater, Wm'ld War I was one of the mest destruc- - As Hitler became more
. the German economy - tive wars in history. Here is Winston powerﬁﬂ he began to look
- collapsed. Many peo- = Churchill (1874~ 1965] surveying the after- ' beyond Germany’s borders,
" plecould not find - - math of a bomhing in London. In one fanatic speech after

" work. German money became worthlebs
- When their economy collapsed again in

.’ the 1930s, Germans felt angry and help-
- less. Some believed that their government

‘was too weak to deal with Germany’s

~ problems. Many people began to look for -
- extreme answers. Some joined a party led

by Adolf Hitler. This party was the = -
_ Nat:onal SOCla]lSt or Na21, party. -

I-htler’s Rrse to Power - '
: Hitler and the Nazis rose to power by
- appealing to German nationalism. They
_ also preyed upon people’s prejudices.
‘They preached hatred, especially of
. Jewish people. They blamed the Jews for

. Germany’s defeat in World War L.

 ~ The Nazis came to power in 1933, -
-Hitler was named head of the German
. government, and soon made himself dic-'
tator of Germany: He banned all other
political parties. Then he began jailing and
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another, he cal]ed fora German empire

that would rule the entire world: At'the
~ same time, he'began rearming Germany.

In 1936, German forces marched into-
the Rhineland, the area of western Ger-
many bordering France. The Treatyof =~
Versailles had ordered that this area be -
demilitarized (kept free of armed forces)
This meant that, although the land was-
German territory, there could be no German

-troops there. In March of 1938, Hitler sent

German troops to take over German--
speaking Austria. Britain, France, and the it
Soviet Union protested but took no action.

In September 1938, Hitler announced
his plan to seize the Sudetenland (soo-DAY-
ten-land), a western part of Czechoslovakia
that contained a large German-speaking
population. Hitler would go through with =
this plan, he said, unless the area was given

to him peacefully. Despite protests from the -

Czechoslovakian government, leaders from
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killing tﬁo’se Who:disagi‘eéd il i

Hitler made it his special



 leaderBenito Mussolinialsopreached

| The European TheaterinWorldWaril
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' Britain and France reluctantly gave in. They ~ tween the two countries broke out in1937.

il - letHitler takeihlsiand"[heyhgpedthat . Theseevents worried many Ameri- iy

S oo sl oo el s [0 another war. Many of them now believed -
.- ‘AroundtheWorld - - - -
< -~ Germanywasnottheonly countryin- = into World War1by mistake. They ~ * - =~
. the1930s run by a power-hungry dictator. . - thought that the United States should . -
. <. . Theltalian fascist (one who believesin . - . isolate itself—that is, stay clearof -~ - =
' rigid, militaristic, one-party dictatorship) - alliances with foreign governments. . = .

. - aboutgreatnessforhispeople. He - . '~ EuropeanWar . - . - - - o
- marched armies into Ethiopiain Africa, - The war in Europe began on Septem- ~ ~
- . andAlbania in Eastern Europe.. - - - - . T
.~ InAsia, meanwhile militaryleaders = Nazi Germany attacked Poland: Germany . - .
' hadbecomea powerful force in Japanese = wanted to have more territoriesinthe <
"~ life.In1931, Japanese troops seized the -~ East. German dive bombers and tanks - = -
.~ between Chinaand Japan continued - - TheNazis overwhelmed the Poleswitha . - |
.. . throughout the 1930s. Full-scalewarbe-- - - . new form of warfare. They calledit = . -
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- Chinese province of Manchuria. Fighting -~ - quickly smashed all Polish 6Ppésiﬁ0n._’ i S

* Major Battles i ~ i |
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_Germany, Italy, and ]apan formeda

- war parmershxp known as the Axis. In
1940 and 1941, the Axis grew in strength.
- Germany took control of much of Europe.
It also sentarmies to North Afnca ]apan
~'was on the march in the Pacific. - i
' In June 1941, three million German
troops attacked the Soviet Union. Soviet
~ armies were caught off guard. By early

- _faIl the Soviets had lost 2,500,000 troops.

- German forces advanced along a front
more than 1000 miles long. In the North, |
they moved toward Leningrad. In the

_ South, they pushed into the Ukraine. ‘
. Their principal goal was the capture of
Moscow, the Soviet capital. However,a -
 brutal winter set in and prevented their

 taking Moscow. The German advance
~ stopped, and the Soviets counterattacked. -

In the spring of 1942, the Germans re-

* sumed their offensive. In the South, they

‘headed for Stalingrad. Soviet forces sur-
rounded the German army, which was

trying to capture the c1ty, and forced itto
- surrender. . .

~~ The German defeat at S’ralmgrad was
a great turning point in World War IL. The

tide of Nazi conquest began to recede. -

From then until the end of the war, Nazi -
Germany would be on the defensive.
| The Soviet Union, under the leader-

~ship of ]oseph Stalin, joined Britain, Cana-
_ da, Australia, France, and other nations in -
- fighting Germany. These nations became

known as the Allies. By 1941, Britain had .

~Military and Civilian Casua[ties in World War Il
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Mllltary Wounded
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L Haly
“ Very few civilian dead

there so few American civilian deaths? How might the number of Soviet casualties in World War Il have
- affected their attitude towards war? How might American attitudes towards war be different? i
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" What nation suffered the most civilian deaths during World War 112 The most military deaths? Why were



| from Britain into Nazi-held France. The

- Hitlerwasdead.

" Results of War

i _- anew pnme rrumster, Wmston Churchlll
- who led Britain through its darkest years

1 LT fighting Nazi Germarniy. Some Ameri-

it cans believed the United States should i

| ' " join the Allies. ‘Others said the United
- Statesshould not get involved in other
it commes wars | -

i Pearl I-larbor : : : ikt
G OnDecember? 1941, ]apanforoedthe \
it U.S into-action. Japanese war planes attack-

: edtheUS navalbaseatPearlHarbor Ha-*

| effort Many consumer goods such as

¢

| wait. The next day, the United States declar--
ed war on Japan.’ ’Ii_hree days later, Gennany' il

i war on three continents. At first, the - ~

- United States suffered military setbacks.
In the South Pacific, Japan had taken over

i \. ~~ most of the important islands and coastal
.. regions.In 1942, however, American ships
. ' - and planes reversed Japan’s momentum.

American forces landed in North Af--

./ ricalatein 1942. They joined the British in
e defeaﬁhg Germany’s Afrika Korps. Mean-
' while,in Eastern Europe, the Soviets suf—
- fered huge losses, but ﬁnallystopped
ittt Hltler s armies. -« - _
TR e oy A}hedtroopsmvadedltalyand'
- forced it to surrender. The next year, other |

*_ Allied forces crossed the English Channel

i invasion hastened the end for the Nazis. It.
_~ took almost a year more of fighting, but
- finally { the Allies defeated t the Naz1s and

: On the home front, the war affected
" most Americans. Almost everyone -

knew someone fighting in the war. Most -

of the economy shifted toward the war

it _- LOOKING AHEAD, UNIT 19

|~ and Italy declared war on the United States. . -
"~ American forces were soon fightinga -

' - sugar, coffee, gas, and tires, bec;ame
stnt:tly limited. ; |

Many new ;obs werecreatedasa

iy result of the war. In addition, millions of
~ + women went to work in these new war— gl

related industries. |
_ Oneof the saddest effects of the war .

~. onthe home front was the nation’s treat-
" ment of ]apanese Americans. Due to the
- unfounded fear that people of ]apanese

descent might try to help Japan win the
war, many ]apanese Amencans were - . i
forcibly moved to military camps Called

relocation centers, these centers in 1soIat— i

* ed areas of the West were nothing more

1 than prison camps. They were surround- it i
- ed by barbed wire and watchtoWers '

More than 110,000 people were rounded

- up, about 70,000 of them U.S. citizens.

Franklin D. Roosevelt did not live to' i

_ see the end of the war. He had_been the -

American member of the Allied 'jeaders |

- known as the Big Three that also included - ..

* Churchill and Stalin. FDR died before the -

| Allies defeated the Axis, The Big Threehad.
" met throughotit the war years to plan strat- =~ -
 egy against the Axis. When FDR died sud- * - -

- denly in April of 1945, Vice-President - lin
- HarryS. Truman followed him as president.

- Truman decided to use the atomic -

" bomb against Japan. Thebombended the =
war in the Pacific, but it began anew, -\ o
' deadly éra in human history.

At war’s end, most of the A]IJes were '

 exhausted, and the Axis powers were in

" ruins. Some 45 million people had died.
Hii Among them were 400,000 Aimericans.

"~ The United States had become the most -

- powerful nation in the world: However,

the United States could no longer thlnk of il

! 'returmng to its isolated past. -
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