UNIT 5 HANDOUT #7 (The Marshall Plan) NAME
Advanced Placement U.S. HISTORY 2 DATE
FRANCIS CLASS

DIRECTIONS: Read the following and answer the questions that follow.

Marshall’s Plan: Pay for Peace

As a devastated Europe smoldered after World War II,
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BY SEAN PRICE

EUROPE WAS A SMOKING CRATER. THE
rise and fall of Nazi Germany in
Wotld War I had come at a huge
cost—millions of people were dead,
cities lay in ruins, and country after
country was devastated. Jobs and food
were scarce, as fears grew that Europe
could never recover. In 1947, two
years after the war's end, a New York
Times writer in Britain reported:
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Britain’s wartime leader, Winston
Churchill, declared that all of Europe
had become “a rubble heap, a charnel
house, a breeding ground for pesti
lence and hate.” ULS. Secretary ol
State George C. Marshall responded
to Europe's plight by launching the
largest aid program in world history,
known as the Marshall Plan, U.S, aid
has played a global role ever since,

Today, President George W, Bush
and others believe a new Marshall
Plan is needed for Afghanistan—the
world's latest war-torn rubble heap.
Just as the plan pulled Europe out of
poverty and protected it from hostile
takeover, they argue, aid could rescue
Afghans, rebuild their country, and
keep it free from radicals und rerrorists,

TWO SUPERPOWERS

But the situation after World War 11
was different than it is in today's war on
terror. By 1947, the US, and the Soviet
Union had emerged as the leading
military powers. Both wanted influence

ON THE MONEY: Marshall, the top Army general In World War |1, led Europe's war recovery.

over Europe, and the continent was
being torn in half between them, The
U.S. and its Allies were trying to keep
Western Europe free; the Soviets
wanted to expand through Eastern
Europe and beyond

Marshall and his boss, President
Harry Truman, knew that the unrest in
Europe was playing into the hands of
Moscow's Communist leadership.
Communism promised a better life in
a classless society where everyone had
what they needed to live, at the cost of
personal freedom. This appealed to
people in devastated countries such as
Italy and France, where the Communist
Party's popularity was surging, Truman

wanted to contain Communism within
its existing borders while bringing new
hope to Europe

The job of rebuilding Europe’s
cconomy fell to Marshall, a retired
military man from Uniontown,
Pennsylvania. As the Army’s Chief of
Staff during World War 11, Marshall
had helped lead the Allied war effort
against the Axis powers. After 43 vears
in the military, the general accepted
appointment as Secretary of State

Shifting to his peacetime role as
America’s top diplomat, Marshall won
nearly universal respect for his modesty,
strong-mindedness, and intelligence,
France's Foreign Minister, Georges
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SWEET AND SOUR: The first load
of Marshall Plan sugar arrives in
Londan in 1949 (above). Workers
survey the bombed city after a

daylight rald in 1940 (right).
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requested $40 million for aid 1o Alghan
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How would the devastation of Europe help Communists increase their power in this region?

What was General Marshall's position in the Truman Administration ?

Briefly explain how the Marshall Plan would aid Europe?

What erased all Congressional opposition to funding the Marshall Plan?

Explain how the Marshall Plan was a success both in Europe and in the United States.



